dresses or fatiguing ourselves."
This plan was too agreeable not to be approved of. The Duchesse de Ragusa, however, proposed an amendment which was also agreed to unanimously. She had an old friend named Ricbourg, who was formerly maitre d'hotel to the King, as well as I recollect, and who was now living at Versailles. He was the friend of the elder M. Perregaux, and had known Madame Marmont from her infancy. The Duchess proposed that we should dine at the house of this old gentleman, there dress, and proceed at once to Trianon. On M. Ricbourg being informed of our intentions he was delighted, for he was acquainted with us all.
Marshal and Madame Ney, Junot and I, the Duchesse de Ragusa, Lavalette, and the Baroness Lallemand all assembled in M. Ricbourg's dining-room on the 25th of August, 1811. We were all in high spirits, and sat down to an excellent dinner.
When we retired from table, Madame Ney told us that she had never been able to prevail on Ney to wear a full dress coat; but hoping that in our joyous party he might be a little less obstinate than usual, she had ordered the dress coat to be brought from Paris, together with the point ruffles and all the other accessories of a full Court costume. However, the difficulty was, not to bring the coat from Paris to Versailles, but to prevail on the Marshal to wear it from Versailles to Trianon.
<(My dear," said Madame Ney, in her soft tone of voice, and stepping up to her husband timidly, as if she expected to be repulsed in the attack, "you know we have no time to lose. We ladies are almost ready. Does. your dress coat require anything to be done to it ?w
<( My dress coat!}> exclaimed the Marshal, with evident consternation.
(<Yes, you know it is the Emperor's wish that you should all appear in Court dresses, and you must-----*
<( Nonsense !}> said Ney; <( do not talk to me of that masquerade foolery. I will never put it on to get laughed at, as I laugh at others who wear it*
(< But, my dear Ney, it is impossible to go without it. The Emperor-----})ns raised by his veteran bands. (<Was he frightened ?w inquired the Empress. <( Frightened! no surely,ft replied Napoleon; (< he knew he was surrounded
